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BIOSECURITY 
INFECTION CONTROL FOR OWNERS

SIGNS OF ILL HEALTH

Swellings on the 
body, particularly jaw 
and neck area

Thick discharge from 
eyes or nose

Patchy hair 
loss/sores

It is important to seek veterinary advice if you suspect that your donkey is unwell. Check your donkey 
daily for signs of illness. Signs of ill health are often very subtle in donkeys.

Eating or 
drinking less

Temperature higher 
than 37.8oc

Changes in 
behaviour/dullness

Coughing or changes 
in breathing    
The respiration rate for a healthy donkey 
ranges from 12 to 28 breaths per minute, 
with an average of 20 breaths per minute.


